
UPPER COLUMBIA CONSERVATION COMMISSION (UC3) MEETING 
 

Wednesday, January 24th, 2018 
Flathead Electric Cooperative – Community Room 

2510 US Highway 2 East 
Kalispell, MT 59901 

 
AGENDA 

 
 
 8:30 AM Welcome & Agenda    Lori Curtis, Chair UC3, Conservation Districts  
        Representative; Science & Education Director, 

Whitefish Lake Institute 
 
 8:40 AM Introductions     All 
 
9:15 AM  MFWP AIS Program Update   Tom Woolf, Invasive Species Council Representative;  

AIS Bureau Chief, Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks 
 
9:45 AM  CSKT Programs Update    Erik Hanson, AIS Coordinator  
        Confederated Salish & Kootenai Tribes 
 
10:00 AM December Workshop Debrief   Kate Wilson, Department of Natural Resources & 

Conservation Coordinator, Upper Columbia 
Conservation Commission (UC3) 

 
10:15 AM By-Laws Review and Voting, Vice   Kate Wilson 

Chair Appointment, Logo Unveiling     
 
11:30 AM Committees Discussion & Voting   Lori Curtis & Kate Wilson 
 
12:30 AM Lunch (On your own) 
 
1:30 PM  Committee Workgroups & Work-plans:  Lori Curtis, All    
 
  Education & Outreach 
    

Early Detection & Monitoring 
    

Watercraft Inspections 
 

Response & Preparedness 
    

4:30 PM  Public Comment     Lori Curtis, All 
 
4:45 PM  Wrap-up & Adjourn    Lori Curtis & Kate Wilson 
 
 

All Upper Columbia Conservation Commission (UC3) meetings are open to the public. The UC3 will make reasonable 
accommodations for persons with disabilities who wish to participate in this public meeting. Please contact Kate 

Wilson (kate.wilson@mt.gov) as soon as possible before the meeting date. 
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MEETING MINUTES 
Meeting/ Project 
Name: 

Upper Columbia Conservation Commission (UC3) 

Date of Meeting: January 24, 2018 Time: 8:30 AM – 5 PM 

Minutes Prepared By: Kate Wilson Location: Flathead Electric Co-op - Kalispell 

1. Welcome and Introductions 

Lori Curtis Welcome. Lori opened at 8:37 AM. Overview of agenda 

Mike Cuffe - opening • House Bill 622. Intent to focus on zebra/quagga mussels. UC3 focus is in name – 
CONSERVATION Commission 

• House Bill 363 AIS funding bill. Not everybody loves it, not perfect, but working.  
• All tributaries of Clark Fork River, Bitterroot River, Flathead. Big focus here (Flathead) 

– big beautiful jewel of a lake, hub of many livelihoods. But also Swan Lake, Seeley 
Lake, Koocanusa.  

• Intent: keep mussels out of the Upper Columbia. Coming soon: upcoming funding 
mechanisms need to be sorted out in next session. A year from now, going to be well 
into forming next bill for Legislative session.  

• Cuffe: Preference is general fund. But maybe not enough there.  
• Keep eye on target: mussels crossing continental divide. Life changers for any body of 

water. Accepted huge responsibility. Common goal of conservation. Focus on how to 
contain mussels, also containing weeds and other AIS. Really proud that you stepped 
up to the plate – big important job. Be proud that you are doing your part.  

Introductions 
(Roundtable) 

Each participant introduced themselves including name, location and organization/interest 
that they are representing. 

2. Attendees 

Members (voting members underlined): Rep. Matt Regier (Flathead District, Kalispell), Kate Wilson (DNRC), Tom Woolf 
(FWP, representing MISC), Lori Curtis (Chair/Conservation Districts of Montana), Brian  Johnson (Sea Me Paddle Kayak 
Tours/Spoke and Paddle/recreation), Dennis Clairmont (Confederated Salish & Kootenai Tribes), Mike Koopal (Director 
of Whitefish Institute/member at large), Chris Parrott (Jesco Marine & Powersports/private industry), Stacy Schnebel 
(Montana Electric Cooperative Association, Flathead Electric), Phil Matson (Flathead Lake Biological Station/private 
landowner), Chris Downs (Glacier National Park, FBC monitoring group), Cameron Thomas (Northern Region of USFS), 
Paul Kusnierz (Avista fisheries biologist), Gina Hoff (BOR) 
 
Public/Other: Rep. Mike Cuffe (Eureka, District 2. PNWER), Lindsey Bona-Eggeman (Missoula County), Erik Hanson 
(Confederated Salish & Kootenai Tribe AIS staff), Tom McDonald (CSKT), Germaine White (CSKT), Jim Williams (FWP, 
Region 1), Jay Monroe (Blackfeet Nation), Lamont Kincaid (Ass. Of Realtors), Dean Sirucek (Flathead Conservation 
District/Flathead Basin Commission), Tom Bansak (Flathead Lake Biological Station), Jan Metzmaker (Flathead Basin 
Commission), Jack Potter (Flathead Basin Commission), Carroll Blend (North Shore Harbor, Flathead Lake), Dave Stipe 
(Lake County Commissioner), Russ Hartzell (FWP), Joe Underider (Kalispell Chamber), Robin Steinkraus (Flathead 
Lakers), Senator Keith Reiger (Kalispell, District 4), Rep. Mark Noland (Bigfork, District 10), Patrick Riley (Daily 
InterLake), Maggie Burnham (Big Sky Watershed Corps member – Flathead Lake Biological Station) 

3. Agenda and Notes, Decisions, Issues 

Presenter Topic/Discussion 
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Tom Woolf 
 
Montana’s AIS Program 
overview and updates 
 

• Boat inspections: In 2017 - 85k inspections. 17 fouled boats – all came from out of 
state. 1/3 staying in MT. Many from Great Lakes, others from Colorado River. 
Expansion of program based on mussel veliger detections in 2016. 

o Looking at ways of improving efficiency this season:  
 staffing (work with Tribes, local partners and Conservation Districts, 

RV/seasonal workers); 
 regionalizing training (local areas, more hands on, offer to partners); 
 electronic data app/tablet based system for inspections (5 states 

using currently, interfaces with all. Used paper data entry for past 
years); 

 tentative agreements with partners to standardize data collection 
(share information, improve communication, standardize); 

 passport for low risk/frequent boaters; 
 variable opening for stations: March (Dillion) – May (rest); 
 shifting some of the locations for stations (particularly in East);  
 storage locations on site (reduce vehicles, safer and more efficient); 
 work closer with partners (contracts: CSKT, Blackfeet, Missoula 

County, Garfield Conservation District). Funding mostly provided by 
FWP, stations run by local partners (helps with local buy in, staffing, 
etc). More effective and applied program on the ground. 

• Containment: better address boater movement at Tiber and Canyon Ferry. Will have 
decon units at most boat ramps at Tiber (rather than directing to other location). 
Initiating containment on Tiber and Canyon Ferry for years to come. After that can 
look at releasing mandatory inspection requirements. Until then, active monitoring, 
but will always be a focus for intensive monitoring (both reservoirs). No detections 
with plankton tows or mussel dogs; eDNA results indicated possible detection, but 
unclear what it means at this point. Science Advisory Panel to be convened to look at 
eDNA, make recommendations on state of science, protocols, standards, and how to 
interpret and communicate results.  

o Parallel samples (plankton tow for microscopy, water sample for eDNA) 
collected side by side at Tiber, but with different results. Why convening 
Science Advisory Panel – need to figure out best way to approach sampling.  

o Discussion on containment: Confusion last year on ‘decontamination’ of 
boats. Last year was a CDD boat – if deemed necessary, decon applied. This 
season will change definition of ‘decon’ as washed with hot water. Will 
address complex boats as high risk (hot wash). Getting water at those remote 
boat launches has been a challenge.  
 Ability of Blackfeet to decon at their site? Most of the boats that 

came through from Tiber were CDD, but sometimes residual water in 
live wells, bilge (drain plug not pulled).   

 Suggestion to move Tiber locations to 5 or less (major) launches, 
depending on available budget of FWP and boater/angler use 
(continue discussion in afternoon during inspections/response 
committee session). 

 FWP: Onus on boater to be inspected/decontaminated. Part of 
certified boater program – sign affidavit saying they only use Tiber 
with watercraft. Hwy station as catch-all.  

 What happens when stations not open or launches that do not have 
stations? FWP: Certified boaters must be inspected/decontaminated 
if they are going to another waterbody. It is to some degree, an 
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honor system. ~1400 inspected at Tiber last season (use is low), but 
there are gaps. Statewide we have gaps too: No 24-hour stations. 
Need to change boater culture so that they understand the 
importance of personal responsibility. 692 inspections at the highest 
use station on Tiber - remote location, difficult to staff. Target hours 
were 12 hours a day but not always possible.  

• Law enforcement: 80 citations/300 warnings. 2018 season will see enhanced 
enforcement. Funding for 4 warden FTEs provided by AIS program. AIS statute can be 
enforced by any law enforcement – need to engage at higher level.  

o Discussion on enforcement: Wardens obligated to spend more time on 
wildlife. FWP: Will affect a bit because of funding/time demands on 
enforcement. They are trying their hardest to meet mandated wildlife hours 
in addition to AIS, fishing and parks. Rigorous tracking system, very 
accountable. Try to get additional help from local law enforcement, BOR.  

• Response: State mussel response guidelines are a living document – invite feedback 
from UC3 and partners. CRB regional basin team also has response plan. This group 
feeds into their effort. Good idea to have response exercise here in the basin soon. 
Practice and get traction with managers and partners.  

o Discussion on response: Has idea of drawing Tiber down been considered? 
During ICS was considered, but too many flooding and irrigation concerns. 
Many livelihoods would be affected (political reality).  

o Marias River – all of these downstream areas, potential for infestation if Tiber 
is infested with mussels. Need to take into consideration – not just about 
Tiber and Canyon Ferry. Other downstream bodies of water. Local boater 
program fine, but shouldn’t be allowed to go to someone who lives across the 
state – loophole in system. If from local area, makes sense.  

• Monitoring: Over 1500 plankton tow samples from over 240 waterbodies 
collected/analyzed for mussels. Final report coming soon. Will have map and table 
with detailed locations and dates of sampling. Plan to be developed shortly, will be 
shared with partners so that we can best maximize efforts.  

o Discussion on monitoring: How many eDNA grab samples collected? FWP: 
Would have to check, but about ~60. Several came back as ‘strongly positive,’ 
but no veligers detected. Will walk everyone through whole story at Tiber as 
part of Science Advisory Panel.  

o Microscopy gold standard, but still hard to find them. eDNA earliest 
technique – you could get a positive sample from dead tissue. Million dollar 
question: how much money do you spend on eDNA positive? Answer is 
prevention. eDNA you could test for years and not find a live animal.  

o Data collection (for monitoring and reporting): FWP developed app for 
sampling and survey – smartphone based. FWP takes info, triages/verifies, 
passes onto Montana Heritage Program. Can submit veliger samples to FWP 
lab (free). Will display survey efforts and detections of any AIS.  

• Outreach and education: work more closely with partners in 2018, enhance 
consistency. More targeted info to ag/irrigation, 310 permits (contractors), etc. $300k 
committed to out-of-state AIS campaign targeting high risk boaters (working with PR 
firm), will also focus on in-state efforts (Clean Drain Dry).  

• Rules: public comment on mandatory inspection before launch in Flathead Basin 
(CSKT, Flathead Basin), Feb 6 or submit in writing.  
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• Funding: AIS funding currently derived from hydroelectric and angler fees, along with 
some federal funds (WRDDA). USACE provided significant funding last season, to be 
repeated in 2018 (~$2M anticipated).  

o Discussion on funding: Looking at boat fee license? Most of the boaters are 
here, most of the boating west of the divide, most of the risk is also here. If 
we look at boat sticker program, look at how money is divvied up. Suggestion 
that more should be allocated for west of the divide.  

Erik Hanson 
 
CSKT’s AIS Program 
overview and updates 
 

• Boat inspections: Focus on highway entry points. Big gap with enforcement – up to 
20% of boaters can drive by. Need dedicated enforcement – need deterrent. 
Education carrot, enforcement is the stick.  

o Hwy 93/Hwy 2. In the process of securing funding. BOR $1.5M (up to $5M). 
CSKT got portion of this – will go to Hwy 93 station, increase hours. Next: Hwy 
2 – way to get 24-hour inspections and enforcement.  

• Enforcement: Have been partnering with local law enforcement. Hwy 93 station 
known as the one station that you don’t drive by (primary enforcement is CSKT 
wardens) – will get even better this season if possible. Way to cover station at all 
times. High goal moving forward. Wardens cross-deputized (can enforce on/off 
reservation).  Local municipalities have been really good to work with on 
enforcement. 

• Monitoring: Increasing – FLBS and USGS to increase existing monitoring efforts. 
Mussels but also other AIS and beyond Flathead Lake. 

• Education: improve training with inspectors. Including Tribal component on all 
education activities. Mussel walk with volunteers – good time to look for shells during 
drawdown (middle and high schools, education event – expand and do more 
locations). Great awareness, but also additional monitoring on Flathead Lake.  

• Lake County: Nuisance Ordinance only applies to vertebrates – need to address 
better at next Legislative session (can address better locally).  

Kate Wilson 
 
December CSKT/UC3 co-
hosted AIS inspections 
& monitoring workshop 
overview 
 
Other AIS updates 

• Review of report from Dec Workshop 
• First day was about watercraft inspections, good turnout and discussion. Focus was 

on hearing about state and partner stations in operation in 2017, including statistics, 
lessons learned, what worked well and challenges. Move forward means of enhancing 
coordination, communication and shared protocols. UC3 Inspections Committee to 
be formed to provide link between partners and state in the basin.  

• Second day was about AIS monitoring (mussels), more technical. Discussion on 
techniques (microscopy, pQCR, eDNA), protocols, sample collection, preservation 
methods, analysis and interpretation of results. Science Panel convening this spring 
on eDNA – to provide recommendations to the state/west on current state of 
science, gaps, research and development still needed, interpretation/communication 
of results, and how to use eDNA as an early detection tool. UC3 Monitoring 
Committee to be convened to draft monitoring plan for the basin and improve 
coordination and implementation efforts.  

• Action items generated that the UC3 Committees can utilize for prioritizing tasks and 
deciding on approach.  

• Thanks to Phil Matson at the FLBS for creating maps for the workshop (see report).  
• Approached BNSF and Montana Rail Link regarding their development of geographic 

response plans for environmental emergencies – could be a great model for AIS 
response planning, and a means of augmenting state plan with basin-specific data. 
Tools that would be useful in the event of a detection.  

http://dnrc.mt.gov/divisions/cardd/docs/ais/ais-workshop-report-dec-11-12-2017
http://dnrc.mt.gov/divisions/cardd/docs/ais/ais-workshop-report-dec-11-12-2017
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• Economic Analysis project initiated with FLBS and DNRC (just awaiting final 
signatures). Will be able to estimate cost of mussel infestation statewide and also 
broken down by UC and Missouri River basins.  

• Missouri River Pilot initiated with partners along the Missouri – National Invasive 
Species Council grant to develop strategic plan and enhance AIS engagement and 
coordination with stakeholders east of the divide.   

• Law Review getting underway – Montana Invasive Species Council partnering with 
UM Law School to review current invasive species statutes, regulations, and policies 
at state, federal, Tribal and local government levels. Develop gap analysis and focus 
on law review at next Invasive Species Summit (fall 2018). Potential for jurisdictional 
review to look at other models in other jurisdictions.  Ideally will be able to address 
any major gaps at next Legislative session.  

Kate Wilson and 
Lori Curtis 
 
Review/voting: 
Minutes, By-Laws, 
Vice Chair 
 
UC3 Logo 

Administrative Business 
• Approval of Minutes from Oct 4, 2017 meeting: Motion to approve as amended (Mike 

Koopal). Seconded (Stacey Schnebel). All in favor. Motion passes.   
• Vice Chair election: Tom W. volunteered. Motion to elect Tom Woolf as UC3 Vice 

Chair. Discussion on appropriateness of state staff vice chairing independent 
Commission. Motion amended (Stacey Schnebel): Elect Tom Woolf as Vice Chair but 
hold open 2nd Vice Chair position for the future. Seconded (BJ Johnson). All in favor. 
Motion passes.  

• Discussion and adoption of UC3 Charter and Bylaws – based on MISC bylaws, Roberts 
Rules of Order and HB622.  

o Proxy voting: members may assign proxy with voting privileges to attend UC3 
meeting with prior approval of Chair. Motion to accept proxy voting (Phil 
Matson). Seconded (Paul Kusnierz). All in favor. Motion passes.  

o Committee chairs: Require majority vote. Do not need to be a voting UC3 
member. Motion to accept committee chair process as written (Stacey 
Schnebel). Seconded (Paul Kusnierz). Discussion on whether or not the 
Committee chair should be voting member. 7 in favor, 1 opposed. Motion 
passes.    

o Membership of Committees: Letters of interest required to serve on 
committee. New members can be added by majority vote of board or 
Executive Council. Motion made to require letter of interest (Mike Koopal). 
Seconded (Phil Matson). All in favor. Motion passes.  

o Adoption of bylaws: Motion made to adopt the bylaws as amended (Dennis 
Clairmont). Seconded (Chris Parrott). All in favor. Motion passes.   

• Kate and Lori have been working with a graphic designer to secure a UC3 logo for the 
website, letterhead and materials. Features state of Montana with Upper Columbia 
basin broken out/outlined in different color with mussel and EWM on one side and 
lettering above and below.  

Lori Curtis & Kate 
Wilson 

UC3 Committees: 
• Establishment of Executive Committee: Motion (Stacey Schnebel). Seconded (Phil 

Matson). All in favor. Motion passes.  
o Membership: Chair (Lori Curtis), Vice Chair (Tom Woolf), DNRC staff (Kate 

Wilson) 
• Establishment of Early Detection and Monitoring Committee: Motion to establish 

Committee and accept members as currently proposed (Paul Kusnierz). Seconded 
(Chris Parrott). All in favor. Motion passes. Mike volunteered to chair. Motion for 
Mike to chair (Phil Matson). Seconded (Paul Kusnierz). All in favor. Motion passes.   
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o Membership: Mike Koopal (Chair) Paul Kusnierz, Tom Woolf, Cameron 
Thomas, Erik Hanson, Phil Matson, Dona Rutherford (OR Jay Monroe), HOLD 
spot for Bureau of Reclamation Technical Services, Kate Wilson (support) 

• Establishment of Rapid Response and Preparedness Committee: Motion to establish 
Committee and accept members as currently proposed (Chris Parrott). Seconded (Phil 
Matson). All in favor. Motion passes. Erik volunteered to chair. Motion for Erik to 
chair (Mike Koopal). Seconded (Paul Kusnierz). All in favor. Motion passes.   

o Membership: Erik Hanson (Chair), Joanne Grady, Chris Downs, Tom Woolf, 
Dennis Clairmont, Bryce Christiaens, Jay Monroe, Cameron Thomas, Kate 
Wilson (support) 

• Establishment of Education and Outreach Committee: Motion to establish Committee 
and accept members as currently proposed (Mike Koopal). Seconded (Chris Parrott). 
All in favor. Motion passes. Lori volunteered to chair. Motion for Lori to chair (Mike 
Koopal). Seconded (Paul Kusnierz). All in favor. Motion passes.   

o Membership: Lori Curtis (Chair), Chris Parrott, Erik Hanson, Stacey Schnebel, 
Tom Woolf OR Liz Lodman, BJ Johnson, Gina Hoff, Kate Wilson (support) 

• Establishment of Watercraft Inspections Committee: Motion to establish Committee 
and accept members as currently proposed (Paul Kusnierz). Seconded (Chris Parrott). 
All in favor. Motion passes. Tom volunteered to chair. Motion for Tom to chair (Stacey 
Schnebel). Seconded (Chris Parrott). All in favor. Motion passes.   

o Membership: Tom Woolf (Chair), Erik Hanson, Lindsey Bona-Eggeman, Russ 
Hartzell, Brian McKeon, Jay Monroe, Paul Kusnierz, HOLD spot for Flathead 
Basin Commission, Kate Wilson (support)  

Lori Curtis 
 
Committee work 
groups, business and 
work plans  
 

Group discussion on priorities and roles of each Committee. Discussion of containment at 
Tiber and Canyon Ferry (requested for follow up from morning session).  
 

• Education and Outreach Committee: LORI (chair) 
o Compile inventory of existing efforts: 3/1/18 

 KATE – to draft inventory of existing AIS E&O efforts in state 
• Include FBC AIS Prevention Plan (google) 

o DRAFT communication plan/strategy for UC – ready for 2018 implementation 
 E&O Plan: messaging, materials, media, editorial content, 

development, communications packages, tourism/out of state 
 LORI – to send template/draft of Education and Outreach Strategy to 

Committee for review: aim for 3/2/18 
 ERIK – to find PSU catalogue (no longer on website) 
 How to communicate with other jurisdictions 

 
• Watercraft Inspection Committee: TOM (chair) 

o Coordination of operations for 2018 season 
o How to communicate with other jurisdictions – target on the ‘big things’  
o Glacier: Issues with app/database – doesn’t work well for non-motorized 

(have to use excel spreadsheet), duplicative. Doesn’t seem worth it for non-
motorized. Not going to work unless somebody comes up with something 
better. FWP: Need to connect – working on addressing now. Flow is an issue 
for FWP too, but hopefully will get to a point where we can all use. Will work 
with Brian to try to address non-motorized concerns.  

o FWP: Overview of station plans 
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 March: Dillion; April: Wilbaux, Hardin (mostly coast to coast traffic, 
but some MT destinations); May: Majority of stations (same as most 
of CRB states). 

 Working closely with Blackfeet, CSKT, Whitefish, Glacier on 
standardization, training (and training manual), passport, high 
risk/low risk inspection forms,  

 Thompson Falls station – walleye fishing becoming more popular 
(starting March/April) – how to address that traffic? Concerned about 
early season. FWP: Clark Fork station inspections both directions, but 
doesn’t open until May.  

 Tournaments will be addressed separately as well. Penalty if 
tournament organizers fail to comply? Not sure. Tournament anglers 
required to CDD, no legal inspection requirement at this time. Can we 
set specific protocols for tournaments? When they exit Tiber and 
Canyon Ferry, should be decontaminated. FWP staff did attend 
derbies at Tiber and Canyon Ferry (125 on Tiber, more from Canyon 
Ferry).  

 Felt-soled wader issue – can go everywhere in state but Blackfeet 
reservation. Another source of transportation. 

 Signage – build something with existing resources where we can for 
derbies specifically (mussels, curlyleaf pondweed). Only 3 entrances – 
need to address. Inspected over 15 boats with standing water after 
one tournament (Blackfeet stations). Social influencing part is a 
significant piece. Bigger signs, stronger message.  

 Boats coming in from east – when stations are closed, some kind of 
additional signage at signs that they need to call 1-800 number to 
provide info on additional stations, procedures, rules, etc. 
Transported boats from one side to the other after dark, nothing 
open right now. Address at E&O committee. FWP working with 
MDOT on using reader boards – esp during snowbird season.  

o FWP: 2 trainings (Kalispell, Missoula), cap at 20 attendees. Can schedule 
other trainings (mid-late April). 

• Discussion on containment concerns at Tiber – based on good will. Not proper 
containment. All should be decontaminated. Limited ability to contain will lead to 
more introductions. Next mussel infestation going to come from Tiber (w/in 10 
years). Not a lot of boating inspections (1300) – spending $500k so a small group of 
people can use waterbody. Why not close whole reservoir down? Or don’t let boots 
ever leave. Or button down public access sites. There are ways to reduce the risk.  

o UC3 directed to also protect economic environment – closure of entire 
reservoir doesn’t seem likely.  

o Federal reservoirs – mitigation obligations for recreation, etc. Need to check 
to see what is the on books as required for Tiber and Canyon Ferry.  

o Not only recommendation from Commission, could be individual groups that 
represent organizations need to speak up to. Things short of full closure that 
can be implemented – get most of what we want w/o putting elected officials 
in tough place that they can’t support. 

o Limit ramps. Can’t find adults now, but we’re talking about veliger transport, 
which is most risky when reservoir warms up (June-Sept). Make it a 
priority/requirement. No water leaving reservoir. 
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o Rep. Noland: Any talk about restrictions on those waterbodies? Limit hours? 
Gating ramps that can’t be manned full time? Meeting with Gianforte: ‘are 
you aware of the need that MT needs funding? What is being done 
nationally? Can you help us?’ Rep. Brett Simmons. Letters to Governor and 
other senators (Tester, Danes). Wasn’t our fault we got mussels, we need 
national assistance.  

o After ICS to implementation teams, participated and consensus was to 
contain reservoirs, only allow access at launches that can be staffed. General 
consensus that limiting access key.  

o Socialize issue – slow moving emergency, trying to get people up to speed 
and realize risk. The economic risk is really downstream too. Fighting to keep 
this open for the people that want to use it, but we can’t be the source that 
started the multi-billion-dollar event that goes all the way to Portland.   

o Missouri River Containment & Quarantine (HB622) – restrictions regarding 
use of watercraft and restrictions on infested waterbodies. Power/authority 
is already there. 

o Two issues 1) local boater program has to change. Needs to be constrained to 
actual local boaters (not from anywhere else). 2) True quarantine protocol: 
don’t get to leave unless boat has gone through inspections. Keep public 
access, but limit it to when stations are open.  

o Colorado example: only able to use waterbodies during hours where launches 
staffed (50 lakes).  

o Tie to funding and ability to keep stations/waterbody open (allow access but 
tie to ability to implement control measures). Tailor to anglers – listen to 
them and make it work for them as much as possible (but that some 
mitigation needs to be in place).  

• Motion to enhance containment at Tiber Reservoir: watercraft operators can only 
ingress/egress at launches on Tiber Reservoir where inspection stations are located 
and in operation, based on the available budget of FWP to operate inspection 
stations - can adjust based on angler/boater use (Dennis Clairmont). Seconded 
(Stacey Schnebel).  

o Discussion: Tie in with anglers – tie in with habits and adjust in operations. 
Limit access sites. Can still offer recreational opportunity. Fundamental issue 
is containing water. Tailor to when people want to get on/off water.  Short 
concise briefing package to decision makers. Good way to use dollars and 
extend efforts. Engage anglers in issues (esp. walleye anglers).  

o All in favor (Tom Woolf recused himself from the vote). Motion passes.  
• Motion to limit the ‘Certified Boater Program’ to apply only to residents east of the 

continental divide (Mike Koopal). Seconded (Phil Matson). All in favor (Tom Woolf 
recused himself from the vote). Motion passes.   
 

• Early Detection & Monitoring 
o Staff of 8 (2 permanent, 6 seasonal) to monitor for invasive mussels. Use 

microscopy (under microscope looking at each sample).  
o Need to draft annual monitoring plan for UC basin prior to 2018 season.  
o Committee to engage in Science Advisory Panel on eDNA and seek to include 

all forms of monitoring in plan.   
 

• Response & Preparedness 
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o State Rapid Response Guidelines drafted and open for comment currently. 
FWP to send current version. CSKT to insert comments and feedback, then 
send to rest of Response Committee. Once all have reviewed, will submit 
comments to FWP for consideration.   

o Contractor coming in to train FWP on ICS and rapid response. Also evaluating 
the draft guidelines. Ties in to the Columbia River Basin rapid response plan.  

o Montana Heritage Fund as potential for species profiles, reporting and 
tracking (previously just native and rare species). 

o Ways to augment the state guidelines for the UC basin? Geographic response 
plans (railroad/industry model). Pre-approval for closures or treatments. 
Prioritize highest risk waterbodies and focus efforts there.  

Public Comment • None 

 
 
Next Steps 

• Next meeting March 14 (Missoula) 
• Consider FLBS as possible venue in future 

Wrap up Adjourned at 3:53 PM 

 
 

4. Action Items 
Action Assigned Due Date Status 
1 Send out meeting notes and updates Kate Wilson 2/7/18 Completed 
2 Send contact info to Committees Kate Wilson 2/10/8 Completed 
2 March 14th meeting location and logistics Kate Wilson 2/14/18 Completed 
2 Gather existing plans/efforts and synthesize/create 

inventory for E&O Committee (FWP, regional groups such as 
FBC, CSKT). 

Kate Wilson 
3/1/18 Completed 

3 Draft Education & Outreach Strategy  Lori Curtis/All 3/2/18 In process 
4 Track down PSU catalogue Erik Hanson  In process 
5 FWP work with Glacier and other partners on alleviating 

concerns with data app (as currently proposed)  Tom Woolf  
 In process 

6 
Signage gaps to address boater movement at night 
(suggested) 

Education & Outreach 
Committee 

3/1/18 E&O to 
consider 
adding to 
work plan 

7 Look into options for potential repository/shared site for 
UC3 (state does not currently have option – other 
members?) 

Kate Wilson 
3/14/18 In process 

8 Annual monitoring plan drafted Early Detection and 
Monitoring Committee 

4/15/1018 In process 

9 FWP to send most current version of Mussel Rapid Response 
Guidelines to Response & Preparedness Committee for 
feedback 

Tom Woolf 
2/15/18 Completed 
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