
How Don’t Move Firewood Protects 
Trees and Forests thru Effective 
Partnerships that Change Behavior

Leigh Greenwood
Forest Health 

Program Director

October 2022



Firewood is a broad pathway for 
invasive forest insects and diseases

• Forest pests can and do move on 
firewood

• Regulations are not 
comprehensive nor consistent

• New pest outbreaks come to light 
every year



Guiding Principles

• GOAL: Protect trees

• TACTIC: Slow the spread of 
invasive forest pests via 
firewood pathway

• TARGET: Firewood users and 
Stakeholder group educators

• MESSAGES: Don’t move 
firewood; buy it where you 
burn it, gather on site, or buy 
certified heat-treated 



Tenets of Effective 
Messaging

• Know and use “trusted 
messengers” when feasible

• Tell people what they need to do
• Reach people when the desired 

behavior is achievable

Messaging must reach them both 
passively and actively



We make firewood 
outreach tools 
consistent and 
accessible to everyone

• Approachable message and materials
• Professional Resource Library
• Firewood Summary Map
• Forest pest and pathogen species profiles
• News (blog)
• Spanish language microsite
• Resources for other outreach professionals
• Extensive online and print advertising



Firewood Comparison Report: Outreach



Questions?
Reach out to Leigh 
Greenwood at  
LGreenwood@tnc.org

Many thanks to 
USDA APHIS for the 
continued financial 
support of this 
important work.
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