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Key Features:

 Our Concerns

 History of Feral Swine Issues

 Montana Code (MCA)

 Partnership with FWP,  WS, and 
MISC

Source: MDOL Staff







Concern

Invasive species:
 Property damage

 Erosion to river/Habitat damage

 Predatory

 Consumption and destruction of field crops

 Damage to natural resources

 Able to carry or transmit 30 diseases and 37 parasites transmissible to livestock, people, pets, and 
wildlife



Diseases Carried by Feral Swine

 Swine brucellosis (Brucella suis)* 9.8%

 Pseudorabies

 PRRSv

 Swine influenza virus 14.1%

 Porcine circovirus-associated diseases

 African swine fever

 Foot and mouth disease

 Classical swine fever

 Tuberculosis*

 Trichinellosis* 3.5%

 Leptospirosis 48.9%

 Hepatitis E*

 Q Fever*

 Tularemia*

 Toxoplasmosis* 9%

* Zoonotic

Source: Wild boars as sources for infectious disease in livestock and humans. Meng et al. 2009



Montana Code Annotated
MCA 81-29-101-106



Definition

 “Feral swine” – a hog, boar, or pig that 
appears to be untamed, undomesticated, or in 
a wild state or appears to be contained for 
commercial hunting or trapping. 



Notifying the Dept. of Livestock

 A person who knows or has reason to believe feral swine are present on private or public property must notify the 
DOL.

 A person who encounters feral swine on property owned or leased by that person may immediately eradicate the 
feral swine if the feral swine:

 Pose an immediate threat of harm to a person or property; or

 Will expand its range without immediate eradication.

 A person who eradicates feral swine on property owned or leased by that person shall notify DOL as soon as 
practicable.

 Feral swine must be reported to the DOL by phone within 24 hours.



Prohibitions

The following  a c tions  a re  prohibited :

 Importing, transporting, or possessing live feral 
swine

 Intentionally, knowingly, or negligently allowing 
swine to live in a feral state

 Hunting, trapping, or killing feral swine or 
assisting in hunting, trapping, or killing feral 
swine

 Intentionally feeding a feral swine

 Expanding the range of feral swine

 Profiting from the release, hunting, trapping, or 
killing of feral swine

Source: MDOL Staff



Why Isn’t Hunting Allowed in Montana?

 Due to their reproductive efficiency, and 
movement behavior, swine cannot be effectively 
controlled by simple hunting practices.

 Hunting pressure that fails to eliminate all 
animals in a group (sounder) can result in further 
dispersion of animals.

 Feral swine that have been hunted learn 
behaviors to avoid hunting pressure making 
them harder to eradicate. 

Source: Missouri Department of Conservation



FERAL SWINE RESPONSE

Response to reports of feral swine will vary depending on 
the type of initial report (feral swine hauled into Montana 
for release/hunting, escaped domestic swine, or ingress of 
feral swine from an adjacent state/province).

1 Dept of Livestock is the authority for feral swine per MCA 81-
29-101.

2 Only those entities authorized by Livestock may take feral swine 
on public lands.

3 Private land landowners or private land lessees may take feral 
swine on private lands they own or lease.

…
7 Livestock personnel will deploy to reports of feral swine to 

ensure that swine are not owned animals. 
…



Questions?

FERAL SWINE REPORTING



REPORTS OF FERAL SWINE



REPORTS OF FERAL 
SWINE

 9 in past 12 months

 Pondera, Jefferson, Garfield, 
Wheatland, Lincoln, Lewis and 
Clark, and Flathead Counties



CARCASS REPORTED JULY 30, 2022

 National Forest Rd 228 on West Side of Lake Koocanusa

 Hair and tusk similar to feral swine breeds

 Closest known ownership of pigs is approx. 12 miles

 Canvassing of individuals in owner revealed no known owner

 USDA WS is conducting genetic testing of carcass



NEXT STEPS

 MOU Creation with statewide partners, each national park, wildlife refuge, and tribe.

 Feral Swine Response Plan

 Glacier (National) Park Considerations

 Create Annual Report, number of reports per year, response planning, and other activities.

 Adopt Colorado’s Database Submittal Sheet to collect uniform information on reports.

 MSU Extension take lead on feral swine training/education component (with input from Tahnee and Dalin).

 Conduct another round of public meetings educating the public on feral swine with consistent messaging. 



QUESTIONS!

Tahnee Szymanski, DVM
(406) 444-5214
tszymanski@mt.gov

Source:www.beefcentral.com

mailto:tszymanski@mt.gov
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